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February 14, 2019 
 
 
Good day everyone,  
It’s great to be back in school and hopefully we won’t have another weather issue for the remainder 
of the year. That being said, the reality is we’re still in February and a number of things can happen.  
 
The district recently instituted a new “Emergency Snow Route” plan for transporting students to and 
from school in the case of inclement weather. This was specifically developed so that we could 
minimize the use of our gravel roads. It is not a hard service road “only” plan because we have a few 
miles of gravel roads. The County is able to work with us on specific mornings to make sure certain 
roads are cleared that are necessary for our bus routes.  Let me try and answer a few questions that 
have popped up. 
 
Qt. 1) If my student is unable to attend, are they excused or unexcused for the time missed? 
 Answer: Your child is excused. 
 
Qt. 2) What if I have a HS student who normally drives to school, can they ride the bus? 
 Answer: Absolutely, we can send out maps with pickup points to any family who lives in our 
district. Feel free to contact the Independence Transportation Department and contact Kim at 334-
7435, she can provide you with the necessary details. If they can get to the bus, they can ride the bus. 
 
Qt. 3) If the “Emergency Snow Route” is run in the morning, will it also be run in the afternoon? 
 Answer: Yes, for safety and to avoid confusion, the entire day will be such as determined by 
the morning call. 
 
Qt. 4) Will my student’s classes and homework be excused if it is late due to not attending school? 
 Answer: Student homework will continue to be guided by the JSH Handbook. They will 
have 1 additional day to make-up their assignments for each day missed. I will be encouraging your 
students and their teachers to use the technology we have available. Can they: 

• Email homework and assignments for the class?  
• Communicate with their teachers through Canvas? 
• Skype, Facetime, or video chat during class? 
• Use an app to bridge the distance between the classroom and your home? 

 
If you have additional questions, feel free to contact me and we’ll work together to resolve any issues  
caused by the weather we’ve incurred. 
 
Thanks for all your support, 
 
Russell Reiter, Superintendent 
Independence Community School District 
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