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a. Deb presented a handout outlining what Skilled Iowa is, 
why it is important, and the components. 

c. Revisit Action Plan 
a. Broke out into small groups to discuss how we can bridge 

the gap between school and business. 
b. Some ideas presented were: 

i. Creating a database with every business in our district 
so we can make connections constantly 

ii. Bringing local business leaders together to brainstorm 
a list of skills/abilities/work requirements and discuss 
what our school can offer 

iii. Opportunity for teachers to visit businesses in the area 
and see what they do and how to apply it in classroom 

iv. Internships in high school need more specific 
requirements such as checklists at the end of 
internship including skills they’ve met 

v. Mock interviews 
vi. Opportunities for teachers to visit businesses in the 

area and see what they do and how to apply in 
classroom 

vii. Making solid contacts with employers so that they 
understand Skilled Iowa. 

viii. Opportunity for students to go to various businesses. 
ix. Expanding opportunities with the Chamber 
x. Careers class offered next year will be an exploratory 

course offered for 8th graders 
xi. Expand community boundaries-think about businesses 

in surrounding communities 
xii. Handout for businesses of how they can partner with 

us 
xiii. Expanding Silver Cord Club 

1. Can we find more ways to connect students 
with the community through volunteering? 

xiv. Clubs 



xv. Offering incentives to employers who will accept 
interns/volunteers 

xvi. Offering night classes in our school buildings 
xvii. Guest readers from the community 

xviii. Having greeters come in to our schools-larger faces 
from the community 

xix. Putting content lessons for students to do at the local 
businesses. Possibly put up table tents for students to 
look at/do while dining out or visiting local 
restaurants.  These would tie into curriculum. 

xx. Taking kids on Road Less Traveled 
1. Just for girls 
2. Take them to ISU to try and push them into 

STEM careers 
xxi. I Have a Plan Iowa-Are we utilizing it to its best 

extent? 
xxii. Mini Mustang Bank 

xxiii. Start early thinking about interests/things in the 
community that appeal to you 

xxiv. Schools could utilize academies to teach classes we 
can’t offer 

1. Schools from 3 districts come to one location 
2. Some adults from community can enroll to fill 

in spots 
c. For our next meeting, be thinking about where to start with 

this list and some possible first steps. 
 

 


