
12/15/2013    1 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
December 11, 2013 

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm in the East Media Center. 
 
Members present included: Lisa Wood, MJ Blaisdell, Sandy Merritt, Gina Trimble, Kendra Bumblauskas, 
Heather Meador, Joni Jackson, Helen Lukes, Nikki Sidles, Gina Homan, and Amanda Johnson. 
 
Welcome 
 
Gina Homan Co-Chair greeted members for the fourth meeting of the 2013-2014 school year.  

 
Treasurer’s Report (Gina Trimble) 

 
PTO Funds:  

Beginning Balance 11/14/2013 $   17,368.09 
Total Income      $          25.00 
Total Expenses       $        192.54 
Ending Balance       12/11/2013 $   17,200.55 
 

East Funds:   
Beginning Balance 11/14/2013 $     3,055.54 
Income     $        328.80    

 Expenses    $          00.00 
 Ending Balance 12/11/2013  $     3,384.34 
 
Total Checkbook Balance 12/11/2013 $    20,584.89 
 

 
Secretary Report (Amanda Johnson) 
 

As of 12/11/13 there were 111 members of the PTO including teachers and parents. New members are 
still encouraged even though the school year is underway.  
  
There is a “Quick Link” for Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) on the Independence Community 
Schools website.   Monthly meeting minutes are posted on the PTO webpage.  
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Correspondence 
 
Betty Giddings was not present to provide an update for the Milk Moola, Box Tops, and Wagon Wheels 
program. The data below is what was provided at the September PTO meeting.  
 

Box Tops, Milk Moola and Wagon Wheels 
 

BTFE: 
East Elementary: $1,253.70 
West Elementary: $1,012.40 
 

Milk Moola 
East Elementary: $        0.00 
West Elementary: $    114.35 

**The Milk Moola program will no longer be in affect starting December 31, 2014. 
 
Pizza Wagon Wheels 
The schools get $0.25 per Wagon Wheel. These can be found on Pizza Ranch’s large and 
medium pizza boxes and chicken boxes.  
 
Flyers went home to parents explaining the program, its benefits, and how to turn in the Box 
Tops, Milk Moola, and Wagon Wheels. 
 

Old Business 
 
Gina Homan with the 6th grade play and MJ Blaisdell with the Cricut machine gave updates on how the 
PTO’s funds were used and thanked the PTO for funding their projects.  
 
The Book Fair that was held during conferences was reported to have done well and the children 
enjoyed it.  
 
Thank You notes were received from teachers and staff for the meal provided by PTO during 
conferences. There were some extra water bottles that will be saved back and used for movie night in 
February.  
 

New Business 
 

Greg Moen was present to thank the PTO in person for the funding provided for the Camp EWALU trip. 
He reported 110 kids attended the field trip. There were ten activities with various time restraints and 
difficulty and required different skills from children including teamwork, problem solving, and 
leadership. Two large Thank You cards were made by some of the 6th graders who attended this field 
trip. The PTO discussed hanging these where the public can view them in hopes the public will see what 
kinds of projects the PTO funds.  
 
Diane Kinseth had been approved for funding to take the 5th grade students to Living History Farms. It 
was indicated the kids enjoyed this trip and that Diane would present at the next meeting more 
information on the field trip and what it entailed. 
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Family Movie Night is planned for February 28th at 7:00pm at West Elementary. A meeting will be held 
on December 15th at 5:30pm in the West Elementary Commons for those that are interested in assisting 
with the planning of Family Movie Night.  
 
The Calling All Communities contest held by US Cellular is now over. Independence placed 28th. There 
were some issues with people voting for the wrong building. The PTO will brainstorm more on this 
before the next campaign to better publicize which building to vote for that represents the community as 
a whole.  
 
Principal Merritt informed the PTO of another playground contest called “Healthy Playground 
Makeover Sweepstakes”. Each individual can vote once daily at togethercounts.com. The grand prize 
winner gets a $30,000 grant for the construction of a new playground and there are three runner’s up that 
get $5,000 each. This will be looked into further and information will be sent home to parents to vote if 
this will be a program that will work for the Independence Elementary Schools. 
 
The idea of offering childcare during conferences was mentioned by parents and teachers. The PTO 
discussed this heavily and decided it would be something that would be looked into for the February 
conferences. It could be held in the gym with activities such as a video, books, and coloring. High 
school students could volunteer for Silver Cord hours.  
 
The Playground Committee approached the PTO in regards to the PTO providing some funding for the 
playground project. The first phase of the playground will cost $250,000 of which 50% of this is needed 
at the time the project is started. The Independence School District has committed to $60,000 for the 
first year and $10,000 a year for the two years following. A similar structure was proposed to the PTO. 
The board members indicated this would be discussed and a proposal brought back to the PTO members 
for discussion.  
 
There was discussion over the PTO having a bulletin board near the entrance of each school to promote 
what the PTO does. This would include such things as Thank You cards, photos of children benefiting 
from the projects funded and PTO members helping the children. The principals indicated they would 
help set this up. 
 

Fund Request: 
Helen Lukes requested $102.40 to take students that have earned their personal pan pizza through the 
Book It program to Pizza Hut for pizza and pop. There would be two trips total, one in January and one 
in April. This is to ensure that students receive their “prize” for reading above and beyond the required 
homework.  

 
Carnival 

The carnival date has been set for March 29, 2014 to be held at West Elementary. The carnival is the 
major PTO fundraiser for the 2013-2014 school year. Please start saving gently used stuff animals and 
small toys to be given as carnival prizes.   

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 PM. 
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Submitted by Amanda Johnson/PTO Secretary 
 
PTO Board/Officers:  

Gina Homan Co-Chair 
Nikki Sidels Co-Chair 
Gina Trimble Treasurer 
Amanda Johnson Secretary 


