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Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2013 

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm in the West Commons. 
 
Members present included: Joni Jackson, Amanda Miller, Gina DeBoer, Kim Hansen, Lisa Wood, Julie 
Davison, Sue Knott, Julie Flickinger, Donalyn Pogue, MJ Blaisdell, Sandy Merritt, Susan A Johnson, Jennifer 
Thomas, Helen Lukes, Kelsie Wittrock, Nikki Sidles, Gina Homan, and Amanda Johnson. 
 
Welcome 
 
Gina Homan Co-Chair greeted members for the second meeting of the 2013-2014 school year.  

 
Treasurer’s Report (Gina Homan on behalf of Gina Trimble) 

 
PTO Funds:  

Beginning Balance 09/11/2013 $   19,008.55 
Total Income      $        189.60    
Total Expenses 10/09/2013  $   19,157.59 
 

East Funds:   
Beginning Balance 09/11/2013 $     2,824.49 
Income     $        574.00    

 Expenses    $          51.95 
 Ending Balance 10/09/2013  $     3,346.54 
 
Total Checkbook Balance 10/9/2013 $    22,504.13 
 

The reasoning for East Funds being held in the PTO account was explained by MJ Blaisdell. East Elementary 
does not have a student body government, ie. student council; therefore the funds cannot be held by the school 
itself.  
 
Secretary Report (Amanda Johnson) 
 

As of 10/9/13 there were 105 members of the PTO including teachers and parents. A couple more 
applications are still coming in. An update of number of members will be updated at the next meeting.  
  
There is a “Quick Link” for Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) on the Independence Community 
Schools website.   Monthly meeting minutes are posted on the PTO webpage.  
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Correspondence 
 
Betty Giddings was not present to provide an update for the Milk Moola, Box Tops, and Wagon Wheels 
program. The data below is what was provided at the September PTO meeting.  
 

Box Tops, Milk Moola and Wagon Wheels 
 

BTFE: 
East Elementary: $1,253.70 
West Elementary: $1,012.40 
 

Milk Moola 
East Elementary: $        0.00 
West Elementary: $    114.35 

**The Milk Moola program will no longer be in affect starting December 31, 2014. 
 
Pizza Wagon Wheels 
The schools get $0.25 per Wagon Wheel. These can be found on Pizza Ranch’s large and 
medium pizza boxes and chicken boxes.  
 
Flyers went home to parents explaining the program, its benefits, and how to turn in the Box 
Tops, Milk Moola, and Wagon Wheels. 
 

Thank You Notes   
Thank you notes were distributed from teachers and staff in response to the cash handed out at the 
beginning of the school year.  
 

Old Business 
Feedback was asked for in reference to the inflatables that were used at the end of the 2012-2013 school 
year. If anyone has any feedback please contact Co-chair Nikki Sidels.   
 
 

New Business 
Gina Homan Co-Chair asked for suggestions of what to include in the article that is written on the PTO 
showcasing the organizations many accomplishments. If anyone is interested in writing the article for 
the newspaper please contact Gina Homan.  

  
 Fund Requests: 

• Mrs. Flickinger presented a request for $302.00 to take the second grade students to Heartland Acres 
in the spring. In the past, the years the PTO has not funded this field trip, other sources were 
searched out for funding for this trip. – Fund request was approved. 
 

Family Movie Night was an event the PTO hosted in 2005 and 2006. Approximately 250-300 people 
attended each year and admission was a donation to the food pantry. The PTO board would like to 
consider doing this again in early 2014 prior to the carnival. Three options of movies would be given to 
children to vote on. Parents and siblings would be invited to attend also and it would be held in one of 
the Elementary buildings. PTO members were supportive of this and offered to help organize the movie 
night. A $100 movie license fee will be obtained by the PTO to hold this event. 
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The Dollars for Scholars sign up form is due November 15th. In the past the PTO has funded two 
scholarships of $500 each. One of the scholarships is for a student majoring in education 
(secondary/elementary) and the second is open for a student majoring in any field of study. The PTO 
members approved to fund these scholarships again for the 2014 graduating year.  
 
The Calling All Communities contest held by US Cellular will again be taking place this year. There 
will be 20 winners of $25,000 each. The voting can be done between November 4th through the 25th. In 
December winners will be announced. Only one vote can be completed per code (per email address). It 
was recommended that Independence Community School District and St John’s partner up to allow a 
better chance of the community becoming a winner. The funds would then be split based on student 
population if the Independence Community won. St John’s PTO will be approached about this 
possibility.   
 
At the previous meeting, the group discussed looking into the Kohl’s volunteer program. Gina Homan 
called and spoke with someone regarding this. Kohl’s provides at least five volunteers for the event 
(carnival) for at least three hours. After the event, Kohl’s sends the school a check for $500. I was 
agreed that this program should be utilized for the carnival if possible.  
 

Carnival 
The carnival date has been set for March 29, 2014 to be held at West Elementary. The carnival is the 
major PTO fundraiser for the 2013-2014 school year. Volunteers are needed for several committees. 
Sign-up sheets will be posted in both schools and were passed around at the meeting. Please start saving 
gently used stuff animals and small toys to be given as carnival prizes.   
 
It was mentioned that the Solo and Ensemble Contest for the high schoolers is the same day as the PTO 
carnival. There was much discussion on this topic and it was decided it would not hinder the carnival’s 
success having it on the same day. There might be a few less Silver Cord volunteers; however, the 
request has already been submitted for Silver Cord volunteers for the carnival so there was little 
concern. Any volunteers from the Kohls program will also be an asset.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45PM  

 
 
Submitted by Amanda Johnson/PTO Secretary 
 
PTO Board/Officers:  

Gina Homan Co-Chair 
Nikki Sidels Co-Chair 
Gina Trimble Treasurer 
Amanda Johnson Secretary 


