
Mustang Pride 

New Junior-Senior High School 
It is still so very exciting to watch the progress being made on 
the new Junior-Senior High School Facility. There is a lot of 
activity happening out there on a daily basis. 
 

If you have been watching the webcam on our school’s website, 
you will see that they are getting ready to install the gym floor. 
Painting has commenced in both the weight room and wrestling 
rooms as well. 
 

In the Auditorium, the concrete floors are nearly completed.  
Painting is beginning in there too. 
 

The high school wing is moving along nicely. The terrazzo    
flooring is complete. The painting is 90% complete. Doors and 
hardware are complete and toilet fixtures have been installed. 
 

In the other two wings, the terrazzo flooring is poured. Painting is 90% complete in the 
middle school wing and office area. 
 

In the Main Street area, the skylight is complete. The drywall is 80% complete and the   
terrazzo flooring work has started. 
 

This continues to be a fascinating process to watch. We could not be happier with Larson 
Construction and with all of the support they have given us through the building of this 
facility. It is truly an impressive building and something this community will be very 
proud of throughout the years to come! 
 

1:1 Computer Lap Top Initiative 
The Board of Education has approved our plan for students in grades 9-12 to have their 
own computer lap top starting in the 2013-2014 school year. We are extremely excited 
about the learning opportunity this will provide for our high school students.  
 

Technology purchases such as this are paid for out of the State Penny Sales Tax Money. 
We are fortunate to have this funding source in the State of Iowa. We would have a very 
hard time being able to afford these kinds of initiatives without that kind of extra funding. 
 

We have been working on this plan for the past two years. We have a District Wide              
Technology Committee who played a critical part in the design of this plan. We have also 
been providing time during our Wednesday Early Out Professional Development time to  
work with our teachers and provide them with information and tools to integrate                      
technology in all of the content areas.  Our vision for this initiative is to develop digital 
citizens who will demonstrate the ability to think critically, collaborate, analyze                            
information, and use imagination to produce meaningful and relevant content in all areas. 
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District Events: 
May 1                                        
1:00 Early Dismissal    

May 15                                        
1:00 Early Dismissal    

May 20                              
School Board Meeting - 
Brandon 6:00 p.m.    

May 26                             
Graduation - JSH Gym   

May 31                            
Last Day of School -            
1:00 Early Dismissal  

June 3                              
Teacher Workday  

July                                                
On-line Registration  

Aug 19                            
First Day of School 
Grades 1-12                       
Orientation Grade K  
1:00 Early Dismissal  

Aug 20                             
First Day of School  (K)
1:00 Early Dismissal  

Aug 21                            
1:00 Early Dismissal  

Aug 26                            
First Day of School 
Preschool 
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Goals for this initiative and what the 1:1 will mean for: 
Students: 
 Prepare for post-secondary education and jobs in technology-driven global economy 
 Motivate to become self-directed learners and collaborators 
 Keep organized and on track with schoolwork 
 Empower to have a voice in the world 
Teachers: 
 Become adept and confident in using educational technology for planning, teaching, and communication 
 Apply digital resources to authentic learning opportunities in a student-centered classroom at a higher order thinking 

level 
 Provide access to a world of curricular digital content 
 Provide tools to communicate more frequently and effectively with students, parents, and colleagues 
Other Advantages: 
 Students have immediate access to information and tools needed 
 Students have more on-task time 
 Students are able to receive instant feedback on progress 
 Students are able to publish demonstrated knowledge and work to a wider audience 
We are now working on our plan to distribute the computers. We will be holding Parent/Student information nights in 
early August to go over all of this information and to hand out the computers to our students. More specific information 
about all of this will be sent out soon so everyone will know what is going on and how to plan accordingly. 
 

2013-2014 Budget 
As of this writing, we still do not know what Allowable Growth is for next school year. Allowable Growth is the per    
pupil amount we receive from the state to help us fund our school budget. It has been very frustrating and impossible to 
plan when the legislators have dragged their feet on this issue. 
 

Even though our budget is progressing and doing better, we still do not have a lot of wiggle room. The only real way for 
our budget to improve drastically is for us to have an influx of new resident students. Hopefully, with our new Jr/Sr High 
Facility and adding programs like Ag Ed, we will see more families move to our Independence School District.  
 

As we look to the 2013-2014 school year, there is a possibility that we may lose the $107,000 we get for sharing our                    
Transportation Director with Jesup Community Schools. The State has had a sharing incentive for schools the past five 
years. That incentive is set to expire in June, 2013. We have also been cut $18,000 because of the Federal Sequestration. 
We will also lose another $11,000 in Special Education funding. 
 

Because of this, we will continue to monitor our budget closely. We do not plan to make any cuts to our teaching staff for 
next year. We do plan to look at other areas that we can cut back on for now such as: 
 curriculum purchases 
 field trips – each grade level will be able to go on one field trip within the county and any other trips will have to be 

funded by other sources 
 overtime will be closely monitored and reduced as much as possible for some personnel 
 reducing band trips by one event – but finding other revenue sources to help fund this trip 
 district supplies will be cut by 5%  
 library books purchases will be reduced 
 reducing extended contracts for some personnel 
 reduction of some associate positions 
 out sourcing drivers’ education starting in the summer of 2014 
 transportation for swimming lessons will be eliminated 
 personal refrigerators, lamps, and coffee pots in classrooms must be taken home 
 coaches will be encouraged to get their chauffeur’s license so they can drive their own buses 
 

It is my hope that we will get adequate funding from the State for the 2013-2014 school year. Hopefully, that will be                   
finally decided soon. Until then, we will be vigilant and watchful over our budget. We will continue to provide the best 
education possible for our ICSD students. 
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In the first newsletter, I introduced you to our Student Assistance 
Team, which is made up of our school counselors, At-Risk                    
personnel, our Success Center coordinator and our K-12 Truancy 
Officer.  This team works very hard to make sure our students are 
getting assistance in multiple areas so they are successful socially, 
emotionally, and academically.  To ensure this success, our team 
has been learning about the various resources available to our               
students and families in the district.  As the year has progressed, 
our team has learned a great deal about the many programs,                 
organizations, and agencies in and around Buchanan County.  Because we would like our                
students and families aware of these entities I’ve listed a few of them below with their 
phone numbers, website links, and a brief description of the services they offer. 

Building Directions for Families- This is the “hub” for so many of our agencies. Building 
Direction for Families, Inc. (BDF) is a non-profit agency that provides funding for the Early 
Childhood Iowa, Decategorization, Community Partnerships for Protecting Children, and 
Community Based Child Abuse Prevention initiatives in Buchanan, Delaware, and Fayette 
Counties.  The Building Direction for Families Board contracts with local service providers 
to implement programs that directly impact children, prenatal to age 18, and their families. 
You can contact BDF by calling 334-5105 or visiting their website at                                                    
http://www.bdfempowerment.org/ 

Family Solutions- This agency provides outpatient services and Behavorial Health                         
Intervention Services (BHIS), an in-home skill development service for qualified Medicaid 
recipients. Listed below are some of the many daily life interferences that can be addressed 
with BHIS. 

ADHD    Anxiety   Depression 

Bi-polar             ODD    Social Issues 

Aggression    Violence   Low Frustration Tolerance 

These are only a few of the life interferences.  If you or a family member are experiencing 
any of these or question a particular interference, you may contact Family Solutions by   
calling 319-521-4208 or visiting their website at www.familysolutions3.net     
                                                    Continued on page 4 

Curriculum/Student Services                                        
by Deb Donlea, Director of Curriculum/Student Services 

Deb Donlea, Director of                  
Curriculum/Student Services 
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Continued from page 3 

 

Buchanan County Community Services- This is a community services department  
housed on the Buchanan County website http://www.co.buchanan.ia.us/department.php  
Similar to Building Directions for Families, Buchanan County Community Services is     
hub of information for families.  On their site, you will see links to Family Service                  
Directory, General Assistance, Mental Health/Developmental Disabilities and Veterans     
Affairs.  To learn more about what BCCS offers you can visit the link above or call them    
at 319-334-7450. 

Afterwards We Care- If your child has behavioral or mental health issues and receives 
Medicaid Title 19, then your child is eligible for skill building services that helps them            
continue to progress in life.  A coordinator will visit you in your home and use a                       
strength-based approach to providing children, teens and even adults with the skills they 
need to lead healthy lives.  Some of the areas they will teach skill building in include: 

*Anger management 

*Coping, reduce tantrums 

*Decision making, reduce disrespect 

*Communicating, improve listening 

*Relationship building 

If you are interested in these and other services Afterwards We Care offers you can contact 
them by calling 319-433-6022 or visiting them online at www.afterwardswecare.org  

There are so many resources available to students and their families in the Independence         
area and Buchanan County.  I’ve listed a few of the agencies available in and around                 
Buchanan County with many more available.  Please do not hesitate to contact one of these 
agencies or someone from our Student Assistance Team if you have a need and don’t know 
where to go.  

If you are part of a program, organization, or agency in Buchanan County and would like to 
visit with our team, please do not hesitate to contact Deb Donlea by calling 319-332-0459 or 
emailing at ddonlea@independence.k12.ia.us  

 

 

 



Hopefully spring is finally here to stay!  It is hard to believe that the 
school year is nearly at an end.  We are looking forward to an active 
month of May and the excitement of the upcoming summer! 

Class lists for the 2013-14 school year will be developed during the 
summer and will be posted at East Elementary on August 1.   Parents 
will, however, know the name of their child’s  teacher at registration 
time online.  It is important that your child has a successful year.  

Teachers will be giving input on students’ needs and abilities.  This information is used to try to find a good 
match with a teacher and to create a good balance in classes with other students.  A lot of time and effort 
will go into this process.  If you, as parents, feel you have valuable information about your child that should 
be known for this process, let me know by June 1 by completing the form available in the office.  Requests 
for individual teachers will not be acknowledged due to the impossibility to grant all of these requests.  
Thank you for your patience and support in this process. 

May is a fun month!  East Elementary students will participate in Fitness Day on Friday, May 3rd (Rain 
date is Friday, May 17th), at East Elementary.  Fitness Day is a non-competitive, fun event filled with many 
activities outdoors. Don’t forget to join us that day if you can to watch your son/daughter and join them for 
lunch at our May Picnic! 

Our last school day for students is Friday, May 31.  This is an early dismissal day and we will be holding 
our STARS/Mileage Club Assembly at 8:35 that day.  

Fall Registration will be ONLINE ONLY beginning mid July!  

Principal’s Corner          by Mary Jean Blaisdell 
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Mary Jean Blaisdell,  
Principal 

 

Changes for 2013-14 

1. Kindergarten is the only grade level that will attend Orientation (Beginning of Year Conferences)  
instead of school on the first day (Monday, August 19).  Grades 1-6 will have an Open House/
Orientation from 5:00-6:30 on Thursday, August 15.  

2. Each Kindergarten class will be split in half and those students will attend two of the first 4 days of 
school (either Tue/Thu Aug 20/22 OR Wed/Fri Aug 21/23).  Teachers will notify you of which days 
your child will attend in early August. 

3. There will be no live face-to-face registration in the fall for 2013-14.  Registration will occur online 
only.  Class lists will be posted in the school buildings and the administration building as of Aug 1.  
Parents will be able to see their own child’s teacher name during the online process. 

4. There will be no Open House in September.  Open House will be held before school begins instead – 
on Thursday, August 15, 5pm. 

5. Back to School Supplies will be available for purchase during the last two weeks of school.                       
Information will be sent home about this in May.  This is an OPTIONAL purchase for parent                    
convenience.  Due to the need for pre-ordering, parents will pay for these supplies in advance and              
late orders will not be accepted.  Any family who has chosen to purchase Back to School Supplies 
through the school will receive their supply boxes on Open House night. 
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   Preschool in Pictures 
Spring has Sprung!  At the Early Childhood Center we have all been          
enjoying the nicer weather and being able to go outside to enjoy it              
without having to bundle all up.  If you haven't already stopped sending 
them, we won't be needing boots and snow pants any longer.  Hats and 
gloves can sometimes still come in handy when it's a little chilly or 
windy! 

As we near the end of the year, here are a few ideas to keep your child 
engaged in learning over the summer.  1)Although summer is much more relaxed for many, it is still very 
important to keep a schedule.  Kids love when the environment is predictable and they know what to                 
expect.  If you read before bed with your child now, continue that into summer (it will also make going 
back to school in the fall much easier on everyone).  If you are changing something or doing something that 
is different to your child, talk to him/her about it.  If your child knows it's going to happen, it will be a much 
easier transition.  2)Plan and cook family meals together.  You are going to be making something                      
anyway!  This gives your child ownership in what he/she is having and is a great way  to continue working 
on math, reading, and logical thinking skills.  If you have a picky eater, you might even see him/her start to 
eat more choices, since he/she helped prepare it!  3)Play games.  These do not have  to be store bought or 
even board games.  Make up games together, especially if you can play them outside.  This will help your 
child to keep building social skills.  Also, if he/she helps make the rules, it's harder to get mad when the 
game doesn't go his/her way! 

We also have some summer SMART/Boost Up ideas to  do at home with your child.  If you didn't make it 
to preschool family night out in March, we can get a copy to you if you would like one.  Just ask your 
child's teacher and we can get a copy sent home. 

Kindergarten Corner 
May holds a chance to celebrate the great outdoors!  Kindergartners look              
forward to an activity filled Fitness day on May 3 and Inflatables on May 
28. The kindergarten class has also been asked to escort the  seniors for                         
Baccalaureate on May 22nd.  We anticipate Friday, May 31st to be the                  
student’s last day of school.  

Kindergarten students are well on their way to becoming First Graders!  
They will need opportunities and encouragement  this summer to help them 
maintain the skills they have learned.  Practice identifying letters & sounds, writing words, and READ, 
READ, READ!  Don’t forget about fundamental math skills, too:  count out loud to 100, count objects to 
30, name and print numbers to 30.   Thanks for a great year and have a terrific summer! 

Preschoolers read "Jump, Frog,                 
Jump" and later singing "5 Green                    

and Speckled Frogs. 

With Spring comes learning                
about baby animals with Angie 

from  Fontana. 

Don’t forget to collect and send in to                       
East Elementary:        
 

Boxtops    
Pizza Ranch Wagon Wheels 
Donuts to Dough (Glazers Price Ovals)  
Milk Moola (Nature’s Touch milk caps/bag tops, Ice Cream bar codes) – ends for good in October, 2013 
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First Grade Focus 
Spring has sprung! You always know it is truly spring despite 
what Mother Nature or the weathermen say, when you see              
Mustang First Graders sporting their Easter Hats at their Spring 
Concert.  Thanks to Music Teacher, Mr. Dalton, for another fine 
performance and to our first grade families for your help in             
making the wonderful hats!  

Another sign of Spring is East Elementary’s annual Earth Day 
programs presented by Angie Augie and  Sondra Cabell, Fontana             
Naturalists. First Graders learn how recycling works and then 

practice what we learn, 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

Second Grade Scene 
As we finish up our school year, we will take a journey into our  community’s 
past.  We will enjoy a field trip to learn about The  Legend of the Wapsipinicon               
River, The Mill, and Pioneer life when Independence was established as a 
town.  Thanks to a grant from the Mustang Foundation, we will be able to tour 
Heartland Acres  and the one room schoolhouse in May. 

We all know that when spring approaches, students get busy with outdoor                       
activities. Please continue to encourage your child to read each night, and to do 
math homework.  
 

First Graders perform at 
the Spring Vocal Music 
Concert.  Some show off 

their Easter hats. 

2nd graders discover the                    
properties of oobleck with                         

Mrs. Gallery. 

1st Grader Havanah Griffith placed 
3rd at the State Creative Writing 
Contest with the story "The Day I 
Went To the North Pole" 
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The Guidance Gazette – Career Day 2013! 
April has been a very busy month in guidance at East Elementary!  As a district, we are focusing on career 
exploration at all grade levels.  On April 2nd we had our first ever Kindergarten Career Day.  Each                    
kindergartner was able to learn about 5 new careers.  Our presenters came in for a morning of exploration 
and questions as they gave a description of their job to each kindergarten class.  Our students learned more 
about, photography, physical therapy, the law, and construction.   We look forward to doing another career 
day next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 1st Grade Career Day was April 9th and our 1st graders were able to explore new careers such as,    
banking, working for Independence Light & Power, being a naturalist, football coach and principal.  The 
first graders had a really great time during their career day, several have asked when we can do it again! 

 

The 2nd Grade Career Day is scheduled for April 23rd.  We are looking    
forward to another great day.  The 2nd graders will be learning more about 
farming, being a doctor, NASA, and nursing.  Any parents interested in          
being a presenter for next year please contact the guidance office.  



As the temperatures start to rise, so does the amount of time our children spend 
outside.  Children need  protection from the suns ultraviolet rays anytime they are 
outdoors.  Just a few serious sunburns can increase your child’s risk of skin cancer 
later in life.  80 percent of your lifetime sun exposure is thought to occur before the 
age of 18.  Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer and accounts for nearly 
half of all cancers in the United States.  Some easy ways to protect your children 
from the sun include: 

 Wearing a hat which covers their face, scalp, ears and neck. 

 Covering the skin with clothing such as long sleeves and long pants. 

 Protecting their eyes with sunglasses that block both UVA and UVB rays. 

 Avoiding the sun during the hours between 10:00 and 4:00 and seeking shade 
whenever possible. 

  Using sunscreen correctly.  Apply 30 minutes before going outside if possible 
and reapply during the day.  Sunscreen should be at least SPF 15.  Use a lip 
balm that contains sunscreen to protect your lips. 

If your child does get sunburned they can experience pain, a feeling of being hot, 
or even feel sick.  Help your child relieve these symptoms by: 

 Taking a cool bath or apply wet compresses to the skin. 

 Apply pure aloe vera gel to the sunburned areas. 

 Consider giving pain medication such as ibuprofen or acetaminophen (follow 
package or physician’s directions). 

 Apply moisturizer to skin. 

 If the sunburn is severe and blisters develop, call your physician.   

Remember, being a role model by practicing these tips will help yourself as well as 
teach your child about sun safety.   

Teri Schloss, RN 
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Box tops for Education/ 
Pop Can Tabs/Milk 
Moola for Schoola   
We continue to collect   

General Mills Box Tops, 
Pop Can Tabs & bottle caps 

and bag tops from         
Kwik Star products.       

This is a good way to help 
us earn extra money for 

things we need.  Thanks!     
 If you are interested in 

spending time at school or at 
home sorting/cutting and 
redeeming these items for 

our school,                    
please call 334-7425. 

Mileage Club             
Volunteers Needed!                  

If you would like to   
devote 15-30 minutes 
each week outside at 

recess to help students 
reach their goals in the 

Mileage Club, please call 
the PE teacher, Brian 

Loughren at East      
Elementary to           

volunteer your time! 
Mentors Needed!                   

If you are interested in 
being a mentor and       

volunteering your time 
to work with a child for   

approximately              
30 minutes each      

week on a regular      
basis, please call and    

let us know! 
Wanted:              

Substitute            
Associates 

If you are available to          
substitute occasionally 

as a classroom, office, or  
library associate       

(duties vary),             
please call 334-7425.   
We need YOU! 

Be on the look out for Mustang Roots and Shoots School Garden facelift!  Several                 
AmeriCorps and community and student volunteers helped with this project.  The 
School Garden will be used as teaching tool.  Starting this spring and into next 
Fall, Kindergarten students will work on a Project-Based Learning Activity about 
planting sunflowers as bird feed, 1st will concentrate on developing a butterfly  
garden, and 2nd will utilize the raised beds for growing food for making Stone 
Soup, based on a classic story.  Any and all help is always appreciated in keeping 
the garden maintained and developed.  Please contact the East Elementary Office, 
if you would like to volunteer. 

Nurse News by Teri Schloss, RN  

Mustang Roots and Shoots School Garden Focus 



News From West Elementary  by Sandy Merritt, Principal                                                                    
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Our 3rd-6th grade students… are making good progress in reading and math.  They 
took the Iowa Assessments (formally called ITBS) in February.  Reports are back 
and scores show that students are making good growth.  Students are taking the 
spring NWEA this month.  This test will show growth from fall to spring.  We will 
send home results from both assessments in the next couple of weeks.  We are proud 
of all the hard work and effort students have invested in their education! 
 

Mark your calendars… for special events during the month of May.                              

They include: 
 

May 9- our after school program will end for the year. 
 

May 13-5th-12th grade band concert at the Junior/Senior High at 7:00. 
 

May 17- Character Counts Assembly honoring students who have exemplified the pillar of citizenship. 
 

May 23-Career Day.  We will have several business people from the community representing a wide variety 
of occupations talk to students about their jobs. 
 

May28-PTO will provide 4 large inflatables to East and West for student enjoyment.  West will have access 
to them in the afternoon. They will be behind the playground, weather permitting.  In case of rain, they will 
be set up in the gym. 
 

May 30-Talent Show.  Our show last year was such a success that we decided to have another one this year.   
We will also recognize our volunteers that day. 
 

May 31-Track and Field Day and End of the Year Picnic-The 2012-2013 school year ends with the tradi-
tional track and field day on the track and then a picnic lunch outside the building before students are                
dismissed at 1:00 for the summer. 

 

We want to say a huge thanks to all of our families for your support this year and giving us the              
privilege of working with your children.  Your support is greatly appreciated!   It has been a great 
year!  The students have made lots of growth and that is largely due to the positive relationships and 
support we get from our families.  In order to keep them on this positive path, it will be important for 
them to read routinely during the summer.   Have a wonderful summer and we look forward to                
seeing everyone in the fall. 

 

Our staff continue to provide many great learning opportunities for our students.  There are just a few                  
examples in the following articles. 

Sandy Merritt, Principal 



3rd Grade 
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Our 3rd graders… are learning multiplication and division in math. In  order to learn their 
multiplication/division facts, they learned how to play baseball multiplication using fact             
triangle flashcards. After the multiplication and division unit, they will be learning about 
fractions. 

In science, they just finished the nutrition and digestion unit. Sound is the next and last unit 
for science. The students are looking forward 
to a sound program on April 19th from the 
Grout Museum in Waterloo. The third                 
graders are also looking forward to                 
presentations for Earth Day and Arbor Day!  
Angela or Sondra from Fontana will be doing 
a recycling activity with the students for 
Earth Day.  All of the third grade students 
will receive a tree seedling from McDonald’s 
in celebration of Arbor Day! Be thinking of            
a great spot to plant your new tree!  

Our 4th graders… are hard at work learning 
long division and fractions in math. They are 
studying the  circulatory system and will finish 
up the year studying the water cycle and  
weather.    
Students should continue to read nightly. There 
will be a celebration at the end of the year for 
those meeting their yearly reading goals.              
Congratulations to the many students who have 
already read a million or more words! 

 
 

 

4th Grade 
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Our 5th graders… are learning lots of new 
things.  In math they are learning about adding, 
subtracting, comparing and simplifying fractions 
and positive/negative numbers.   

In reading the students are working together in 
literature circles to discuss books they are reading 
and to improve reading strategies.  Many                    
students are reading fairy tales and folktales as 
well.  They are writing for a variety of reasons-
Mrs. Kinseth’s class has been working on persuasive paragraphs.  Mrs. Shaffer’s               
students are writing business letters and working a lot with homophones and homographs. 
Mrs. Larson’s students wrote a persuasive essay.  They had to come up with a topic they 
were passionate about and go through the writing process to persuade Mrs. Larson to agree 
with them.  

Students are studying the skeletal and muscular systems, magnetism and electricity, light, 
and the human eye in science.  Mrs. Larson’s students created a book that showed the bones 
and muscles of the body.  Mr. Abildtrup’s class finished up their skeletal unit with an owl 
presentation from Michael Maas and the dissection of owl pellets.  The dissection of an eye 
is the capstone of the human eye unit- always an entertaining activity and one of Mrs.              
Shaffer’s favorites.  They will begin a “Fish Iowa” unit soon. 

In social studies, students are learning about the American colonies and important citizens  
of this time period.  During this unit, students discover what the colonial world was like as 
they research the lifestyle and occupations from those times and see the similarities and              
differences to our lives today.  Students share their knowledge as they present exhibits of 
their learning, some in full costume, during a Colonial Fair.  

Students will finish 5th grade with 2 great field 
trips, the Symphony at Gallagher Bluedorn in 
Cedar Falls and Fish Iowa in Buchanan              
County.  More information will be sent home 
soon.  There are many exciting new things yet 
to come in the next several weeks of 5th grade! 
 

 

 

 

 

     5th Grade 
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Our 6th grade ECLIPSE Problem Solving Team… received first place in their division/
AEA at the regional competition. First and second place teams participate in the State Bowl 
at ISU in Ames on April 12 & 13. The team members are: Holly Cooksley, Spencer                  
Giddings, Kylie McGrath, and Zander Smith. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

6th Grade 

ECLIPSE 

Our 6th graders… went to Fontana Park for a                
half-day field trip. One of the activities was                          
orienteering.  The students learned to use a compass 
and went on a scavenger hunt to locate different              
objects.  Our next activity involved  a bow and                  
arrow—can you guess what it was?  If you guessed 
archery, you are correct. 

Overall, the kids enjoyed both activities. This field 
trip was a great opportunity and tied to our study of 
the Middle  Ages.  
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 Music 
 

In music class… Our 3rd graders 
have spent a lot of time working on 
songs for their spring concert.  The 
concert was held on April 9 and               
included soloists and speaking 
parts.  Students performed to a 
packed gym of families and got a 
standing ovation. 

The 4th-6th classes have also been 
busy.  Fourth grade students are 
learning how to play the recorder. 
They are  learning the songs quickly 
and are having a great time.  They are all looking forward to the day when they 
get to take them home.  

The fifth grade class is getting ready for their trip to the Cedar Falls/Waterloo 
Symphony on April 16th.  They have spent a good deal of time preparing for the 
event and even have some art work that will be posted on Miss Keber’s website.  

Sixth grade is working with guitars and learning present day songs as well as 
some from the sixties.  The first song they are learning is "Me and Bobby 
McGee”.  Ask your son or daughter about what they have been learning in                

music class.  

 
 



 Junior High News    By Rob Arnold, Assistant JSH Principal 
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This spring brings a renewed excitement in the Junior High as we approach the 
end of the school year.  Especially this spring as we see all the progress being 
made out at the construction site and what that will mean for future Junior High 
students.  This spring is also a time look back on our success and failures and 
make changes that will enhance the Junior High experience here at                           
Independence.  

 

To examine our success and failures, the staff starts by looking at our Iowa               
Assessments data for each student.  We have a team of teachers who look at our data and analyze what has 
been effective and where we need to improve.  Our data this year has very obvious areas that we need to 
improve and improve immediately.  In order for us to respond to these challenges we will be making some 
significant changes next year as we shift our policy and schedule to implement our Response to                               
Intervention.   

 

Response to Intervention or “R.T.I.” is a systematic approach to helping students achieve proficiency.  It is 
a three-tiered approach; Tier 1 is the core classes that all students are assigned to.  Tier 2 is a supplemental 
intervention. Tier 3 is an intensive intervention.  Students will be placed in each tier based on their                       
performance on Iowa Assessments, NWEA testing, and teacher referrals.  Next year, all students will have 
an intervention period at the end of the school day to work on areas that need to be addressed.  We are also 
examining ways to incorporate change in our core class instruction in order to move our kids farther                    
towards proficiency.   

 

Along with our tweaks to R.T.I. we are also starting a sixth-to-seventh grade transition process. This can be 
an extremely difficult time for parents and students due to a complete shift in how the student’s days look. 
The transition from one teacher to multiple teachers in one day can be overwhelming for some students. 
Students also go from having a “home desk” to a locker.  These transitions can be very difficult for students 
as well.  Add to that they will be in a new building with unfamiliar surroundings; it can make for a very 
stressful summer.   

 

On May 16th we will be having an information meeting for all 6th grade parents to give them some key                
information on handling these major transitions.  Due to the construction of the new building we will be 
talking about schedules, teachers, activities, and other expectations of seventh grade students.  We look               
forward to setting parents and students minds at ease by sharing early and often what they need to know              
before August.    

 

As spring finally gets here and we get ready for summer we hope that all students in the Junior High finish 
strong and leave prepared for what they will face next.  We have had a great spring, other than the weather, 
and look forward to facing our next challenges.  

Rob Arnold,                           
Assistant Principal 



What is your age?  But how old are you? 
 

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty.  Anyone who keeps 
learning stays young.  The greatest thing in life is to keep your mind young.   
 

        Henry Ford 
 

There are moments when we all feel old.  When we reach a certain birthday, when 
we remember when a certain event happened (and it was 25 years ago), or when we 
realize that everyone at the reunion looks so much older.  My favorite reminder 
that I am old is when you try to do something simple, like rake leaves.  You wake up the next day and you 
feel like your arms will fall off.         
 

When I was teaching at Atlantic High School, there was an older gentleman who came to school everyday.  
His name was Bob Anderson.  I was always curious about what he was doing.  I knew he was taking a math 
class.  Ms. Hayden told me that Bob audited a class every semester and he was taking Calculus this time.  
He had taken all the upper level math and science classes and then he would tutor students free of charge.  
Bob had led an interesting life.  He had been in the Army, worked as a feed salesman, and worked for the 
local Co-op.  After I had been teaching a couple of years, Bob came and asked me if he could take                          
Freshmen American History.  I had to think about it.  What could I possibly share with him that he did not 
live through?  Then I realized it was not that Bob wanted to study American History, he just wanted to be 
exposed to different perspectives and to keep his “mind young.”  It was a great experience.  The students 
loved having Bob in class.  He could give us first hand accounts of events we were studying.  Bob used to 
introduce me to people as his favorite social studies teacher.  Of course, I was his only social studies               
teacher.   
 

Part of the mission statement of Independence Community Schools is to “educate people to be life long 
learners.”  We are always encouraging students at the Junior-Senior High to try different classes and keep 
an open mind.  But everyone can set a good example.  Read about something new, attend a lecture, take a 
class, or try a new hobby.  Keep your mind young!!!          
 

Jennifer Sornson 
Principal 
Independence Junior-Senior High 

Page 16 

Mustang Pride — Junior-Senior High School News 

Jennifer Sornson,                      
Jr/Sr HS Principal 

LEGALLY BLONDE PLAY CD & PHOTOS 
You may purchase a CD with over 1200 images on it for only 
$15.00.  Also 8x10 cast and crew photos available for $8.50 .                 

Contact Wilson Photography at 319-334-3748. 



Mustang Pride 
 

During April, I had the privilege to talk to 1st graders about what it means to be 
an Independence Mustang.  They listened with great enthusiasm for our                    
activities programs and the athletes, musicians, and participants that play for 
us.  I asked them who their favorite Mustangs where and got quite a few                 
athletes names to be shared.  However, as we talked it was evident that most of 
them did not know what it really means to be a “Mustang.” Below is what we, 
as an activity department, believe it means to be a Mustang. 
 

Pride 

A Mustang is proud.  Being an Independence Mustang means being proud of who you are and where you 
are from.  It means working diligently to make those around you proud of what you do and how you act. 
Mustang pride starts in Kindergarten and will stay with you through out your life. 
 

Family 

Being an Independence Mustang means being a part of the Mustang Family.  In the wild, the Mustang runs 
in a herd.  This is their family.  They do what ever it takes to protect the herd from outside threats.  This is 
where their strength lies.  As Independence Mustangs, all of us make up the herd.  When we support our 
young participants of all ages, we are giving them the strength they need to compete in all aspects of life.  
Our support at games, at home, and on the road, helps them overcome obstacles and adversity.  A Mustang 
cannot survive in the wild alone.  Our Independence Mustangs cannot survive without our support.  It takes 
the whole herd for them to be successful.   
 

Character and Responsibility 

A Mustang competes with the utmost character at all times.  A Mustang will achieve victory with honor.  
Mustangs push their limits to achieve what has never been accomplished before.  A Mustang will be                
responsible for all those around them as well as being responsible to them.  It means getting up early to 
work on your skills and develop as an athlete, musician, or participant.  It means doing what’s asked of you 
because you know it will make you better.  It means honoring commitments and setting an example for all.   
 

Respect 

A Mustang will show respect at all times.  A Mustang respects the effort of the competitor. A Mustang 
shows respect to their coaches or directors knowing those people are working to make each person better at 
their chosen activity.  A Mustang will show respect to officials or judges.  A Mustang will model for others 
appropriate respectful behavior at all times.   
 

The Mustang Way 

With this as our foundation, being a Mustang can be great.  Our teachers, coaches and sponsors will work to 
teach our young Mustangs the right way to do things.  Together we can make being a Mustang something 
out students will never forget! 

 Activities Newsletter    by Activities Director Rob Arnold 
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Rob Arnold,                            
Activities Director 



Page 18 

Mustang Pride — Volunteer & Mentor Program 

 

 Independence Community Schools Volunteer & Mentor Program   by Val Maximovich 

 Volunteers 
April is Volunteer Recognition Month so be sure to say thank you to anyone you know who 
volunteers! Especially the volunteers that have volunteered countless hours at the new high 
school! 

 

In May, at the end of the year assemblies, we will be recognizing the many people who have volunteered 
in the schools.  
 

On Thurs.,May 9, the After School Reading and Math students and any students involved with Reading 
Clubs at 5th & 6th grade, will assist us thanking the ABCM  West Campus residents that volunteer & bag 
snacks for us all year long  for the after school program! They will be coming to join us for the after school 
program and we will have an afternoon of food, fun and games.  Thank you to ABCM West Village Campus 
& Amber Hunt for providing the snacks, coordinating and delivery of these snacks every week.  
 

5th and 6th Grade Reading Clubs  
We are planning our end of the year celebration for all the students that participated in 
the Reading Clubs in 5th, 6th & 7th grade! Many students in each of the grade levels have 
met at different times since October to have a book discussion during lunch & recess 
times. On May 9th the 5th and 6th grade students that completed at least one book                
discussion, will come together to have food, fun, & reading games. We appreciate the 
great student volunteers we had this year and they will be recognized also! 

 

Mentor Program End of Year Picnic We are having a “Luau” for the annual Mentor 
picnic.  Mentors and students will enjoy food, playing games and having their              
photos taken on Tues., May 14, 5:30-7 p.m. at West Elementary commons. We will 
also recognize and thank the mentors for taking the time to make a difference! 
 

Silver Cord High School Volunteers 
It has been quite a year for those students that have par cipated in Silver Cord. 
We are proud of all of them that have volunteered for a variety of ac vi es in Independence 
and surrounding areas. Deadline is May 1 for the gradua ng seniors. Any students that will            
be volunteering this summer are reminded to pick up forms in the guidance office before            
May 31. Be watching for the Fall newsle er to see your total number of hours volunteered for 
the 2012‐13 school year! 

 
Don ‘t forget to take a look at the Independence Community School’s Mentoring Program Official Facebook page. 
See pictures from ac vi es this year, be our friend! 
  

If you would like to be a mentor or a volunteer or mentor, please contact Val at 319-334-7400 ext. 626 or 
email vmaximovich@independence.k12.ia.us, or download the volunteer registration form at                              
http://www.independence.k12.ia.us/district-departments/volunteer-information/      



INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS VOLUNTEER MENTOR PROGRAM                              
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM 

Volunteers are an important resource to the educational process in the Independence Community Schools.  
Please complete the information below and on the back so that we may best utilize your time and talent.    
If you have questions, please call (319) 334-7400 Ext. 626 or email Val at                                                     
vmaximovich@independence.k12.ia.us    Thank you! 

RETURN THIS FORM TO:   Independence Community School District                                              
      Attn: Volunteer Mentor Program 
                                                  1301 First Street West 
      Independence, Iowa  50644 
                              
Name_______________________________________________________________  Date______________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone ________-________-_________Cell phone_______-______-_______E-mail______________________________ 

Employer________________________________________________________Business Phone__________________________ 

Current Occupation_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Retired?______ yes______ no       Names and grades of any children in school________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Association with Community Groups/Organizations: ____________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any health or physical limitations that might affect certain types of volunteer positions?  _____ yes _____no  

If yes, please list:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency, contact:  _____________________________________________________________________________                      
    Name                                                 Phone                                               Relationship 

Where and when are you available? 

____District (anywhere needed)   ____ECC (PK)   ____East Elem (K-2)   ____West Elem (3-6)   ____Jr/Sr High School (7-12) 

Time(s) available:    ______Daily     ______Weekly     _____Variable, Occasional     Other:____________________________ 

If you have specific hours on specific days, please list here:  (Example, 8:00-9:30 on Tuesdays) 

              Monday_________________________________________________ 

              Tuesday________________________________________________ 

              Wednesday______________________________________________ 

              Thursday_______________________________________________ 

              Friday_________________________________________________ 

Do you have a specific class or teacher request?________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE BACKSIDE TO LET US KNOW YOUR                    

INTERESTS/TALENTS.   
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We’re on the Web 

http://www.independence.k12.ia.us 

Non Profit Org. 
PAID                  

Permit 197           
Independence, Iowa 

Independence Community School District 
 

1207 First Street West                 
Independence, Iowa 50644 

Friday, May 31st  

Last Day of School for Students!  

1:00 p.m. Early Dismissal 

 

VOLUNTEER PREFERENCE CHECKLIST - Please check any and all areas you would help in. 
 

Name______________________________________________Today’s date________________________ 

Home Phone ________-________-_________Cell phone_______-______-_______Orientation date_____________ 

Volunteer Preferences 
Please select any and all areas you where you are interested in volunteering. 
 

Teacher Support     Student Enrichment        Outside Assistance 

__In class assistance & clerical support   __Mentoring (lunch time)       __Drama Help 

__Grade Papers                      __Material Preparation        __Music Program Help 

__Field Trips                 __Reading Club for 5th Grade        __Athletic Program Help 

__Sewing Assistant     __Reading Club for 6th Grade       __Sew Costumes 

__Classroom Special Events    __Reading Club for 7th Grade       __School Garden 

__Specific Grade Request     __1 on 1 Reading        __Farm to School Projects 

 Grade: _____     __1 on 1 Math         __Library Book Fair  

       __Morning Door Greeters (K-6)       __ Volunteer & Mentor Committee 

       __After School Homework Help                __Other:_____________ 
 

Additional Skills/Talents/Interests Not Mentioned Elsewhere: __________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


